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This article is a just study about political situation in the Near East. Everything that is connected with Israel and 

Palestine is analysed shortly. Starting with the explanation of a Jewish concept, the society of the State of Israel is 

described. Being a non-integral society, it has deep roots in the Bible—in Jewish traditions. It is the only nation 

whose start of history is described in the Old Testament. So, Jews are not occupants who come from a strange 

country. Their ancestors used to live in Palestine for already 4000 years. A national or Zionistic movement united 

them for a great struggle—to re-establish the State of Israel. At the beginning of the 20th century, Jews used to be a 

minority in the land of Palestine while the majority was comprised by Palestinians. It is a wonderful national and 

religious phenomenon that Jews survived the horrors of Holocaust and did not lose the hope—to return to the land 

of Abraham. The war started between the Palestinians and Jews when independence of Israel was proclaimed. In 

the other part, the author will review the relations between the Jewish State and the Arabian world, and political 

system, and will try to provide the ways of solutions of the conflict for the peace and security in the Near East.  
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The aim of this article is to analyse a political process taking place in the Near East: to disclose the 
peculiarity of a Jewish nation in historical context, to present the roots of Judaism which influenced the 
establishment of the State of Israel, to discuss the reasons of almost 100-year conflict with Arab states, and to 
foresee the ways of solution of this conflict.  

The method is analytical: an objective conclusion from historical facts which will be based on a birth right 
and logics is going to be shown. The events will be analysed on the basis of the regulations of international law 
trying to get deeper into the context and psychological impact on nations due to the long-lasting political crisis 
in the Near East.  

Arab and Israel conflict is one of the oldest regional conflicts which started after the World War I. The 
confrontation of countries often used to result in military actions and diplomatic activities did not provide 
essential results—peace and stability. Such neither war nor peace policy remained till the beginning of the 21st 
century.  

Peace in the world cannot exist without peace in the Near East and especially Europe being close to them 
is very sensitive. The lasting conflict encourages anti-American and anti-Western emotions.  
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The Concept of a Jew  
Jewish religion is called Judaism. This term indicates religion which belongs to the group of monotheistic 

religions.  

During the times of the Old Testament nations used to worship many Gods and used to imagine them as human 
beings. While a monotheistic religion claimed that only one Almighty God, the creator of the World exists. The history of 
Jewish nation is the history of saving the human kind. The God has chosen Jewish people to be the extraordinary nation. 
Because you are the nation devoted to the Almighty God. He is your God, and he has chosen you from all the nations on 
the Earth to be his precious nation.1  

During the run of centuries the God protected the extraordinary nation through prophets, e.g., Isaiah looks at future 
times when Jerusalem becomes the city of the God for the people of all nations. 

The God has chosen Jews to be a special nation: As you are a sanctified nation for your Almighty God. The Almighty 
God has chosen you from all the nations on the Earth to be his precious nation. (P. Alexander & D. Alexander, 2001,     
p. 421)  

Lithuanian Jews are also called Litvaks. This name is applied to those who used to live in the region of 
from Borisk to Pinsk cities up till the World War II and in the North covered the present territory of Lithuania, 
the ancestors of whom have originated from the territory of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and used the accent 
of Yiddish. Religious practice of Litvaks differs a little bit from the traditions and rituals of Spanish, South 
France and Balkan Jews, the so-called Sephardic Jews. As the base of Jewish religious concept is Torah (the 
five books written by Moses) and Talmud (the Code of Jewish religious laws made in the 3rd-5th centuries), 
then the differences between Sephardi and Litvaks are less essential. They are more united by similarities. 
Litvaks were always known for a strict keeping of religious tradition, intellectual rationalism and a special 
ability for studies. Certain religious-household features were also connected with them; they were different 
from others and they have been called Litvaks. The first conclusion can be made that Israel society is not 
smooth in religious and race aspect. Any extreme religious radicalism evokes contradictions from its other 
members and separates Jewish society. This can influence the defence capacities of the state in a negative way. 
It is a very good step that nowadays National Government of Tel Aviv has approved the law by which Jews and 
Orthodox are obliged to fulfil military services. Let love to the nation is proved by the duties with a gun. Just 
remember Holocaust and the fact that bad people exist also nowadays as well, so each person from Israel is 
important—a real Jew or the one having less Jewish blood. The most crucial thing is that the one is a real 
citizen—this is the future welfare and social capital of Israel.  

A Lesson of Holocaust History  
Holocaust is part of Jewish history. The loss of 6 million people from Israel is also a tragedy of the whole 

Europe as cruel, unjustified tortures; killing of civil people took place in its territory in the 20th century. What 
were the reasons evoking this tragedy? First, the state of Israel did not exist. It could have united the fight of all 
good-will people against Nazi violence. Political blindness of the leaders from the West and gratification 
empowered Hitler in Europe.   

Hitler’s programme was proclaimed long time ago and it was clear but people of the free world simply did not pay 
any attention to it. Let us not forget that till the very beginning of the World War II Stalin had close cooperation contacts 

                                                        
1 Chief Editorial Board of Encyclopaedias, Dictionary of International Words, Vilnius, 1985: “Judaism—Jewish monotheistic 
ethnical religion, confessed mostly by Jewish; State Religion of Israel” (p. 225).  
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with Hitler. Soviet Russia helped Nazi Germany to accumulate economical arsenal and later, nobody could stop war and 
massacre machinery of Hitler. The historian A. Kasperavičius has presented the survey of that time events very broadly 
and well grounded, “Cooperation history of USSR and the Third Reich or what is not told in the reference of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Russia”.2 

Holocaust of one ethnical group or nation is genocide—this is the description of regulation of International Law. The 
General Assembly of UN on December 9, 1948 approved the Convention about genocide which defined full responsibility 
not only of state institutions but also of private persons for the implementation of genocide.3  

Discussions are not needed that Holocaust was the largest crime against humankind. It has to be vivid and victims 
have to be respected in each democratic state. It is not polite and fair to insult the whole Jewish nation due to cooperation 
of some Jews with Soviet structures. By the faith Jews were framed between Hitler, getting in power in the West and Stalin 
in the East. They did not have any other choice. That is why those who were able ran from concentration camps to the East 
in order to save themselves and destroy Nazism. Even in repressive system of Stalin most of them tried to keep Jewish 
cultural heritage by covering with internationalism or the membership in the Communist Party. For that reason they were 
persecuted by KGB, exiled to Siberia, and under certain possibilities immigrated to Israel. If there are no contradictory 
proofs one cannot be accused by anti-Semitism to the people who used to hide in forests and to escape from deportation to 
Siberia, to fight for the freedom of Lithuania or other Baltic State. Taking into consideration science Holocaust is 
considerably larger evil than deportations of Stalin but even if one person had to die due to persecution, evil gets the same 
cruelty of death. We remember history not due to revenge but in order to understand it properly and do not repeat it! The 
lesson of Holocaust reminds that we should listen to the threats and plans of Mahmud Ahmadinejad. (Moresca, 1991,    
p. 227) 

                                                        
2 See Gilbert (2001, pp. 30-31): “Already in 1920 Hitler clearly showed his point of view towards Jewish… In speaking he 
promised that only National Socialist party will save from Jewish power”.  
3 The most important political, military and economical partner of USSR used to be Germany: up to January 1933 the so-called 
Republic of Weimar, later the Third Reich, after the Agreement of Rapallo, April 1922.  

In 1922, an intensive military-political cooperation started between USSR and Germany, with certain ebbs in 1934-1938 
which continued till the very June of 1940. When A. Hitler came into power in Germany, the first step in foreign policy was 
ratification of Moscow protocol on 05.05.1933. In December 1933, the Commissar of Foreign Affairs of USSR M. Litvinov 
instructed his envoy in Paris in the following way: “We are not preparing anything against Germany and we are not willing to take 
part in any anti-German intrigues”. Even more clearly the strategy of USSR against Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy was formed 
by J. V. Stalin himself at the Congress of Communist Party in 1934, he declared: “No doubt, we are far away that we start 
admiring Fascism regime in Germany. But the matter is not in Fascism, as for example, Fascism in Italy was not an obstacle to 
make the best relations with this country. …if the interests of USSR need to be closer with this or other country, we take this 
matter with no doubt”. In April 1939, in implementing this strategy Kremlin started negotiations with Fascism Germany 
concerning the division of Central and Eastern Europe which, as we know, were finished on 23.08.1939 by Ribbentrop-Molotov 
pact. European historians agree that Ribbentrop-Molotov pact not just influenced the destruction of Polish state in the very 
beginning of the war but also programmed the World War itself. On September 17, 1939, the Red Army started invasion into 
Poland which has been destroyed already by Hitler Germany, in a week, on September 22, the military forces of Communist 
USSR and Nazi Germany in Brest organised a joint military parade to commemorate a common victory. It was welcomed by a 
German General H. Guderian and the Head of the 29th Brigade of Tanks of Soviets S. Krivošenin. The military parade of USSR 
and the Third Reich in Brest took place at the time when Lithuanian Government accepted and supported over 30,000 civil Polish 
war refugees and more than 14,000 soldiers and officers of Polish Army. On September 28, 1939, in Moscow the agreement 
between USSR and Nazi Germany concerning friendship and borders was signed. There Kremlin managed to get that Lithuania 
would be included into the sphere of influence of USSR. Military political cooperation of the Third Reich and USSR was 
successfully continued for a certain time after the destroying of Polish state. On December 23, 1939, Hitler friendly greeted Stalin 
with 60 years anniversary of birth. At the same time, Polish national resistance movement was cruelly suppressed in the territories 
occupied by Germany and USS in common. Till the midsummer of 1941, neither Berlin nor Moscow did not approve the exile 
Government of the General Władysław Sikorski which in the beginning resided in France (the City of Angers), and later in 
London. On June 13, 1940, the Commissar V. Molotov stressed to the Ambassador of Italian Kingdom in Moscow Augusto Rosso 
that in recent years “most of novelties” to European policy were given by three energetic states: Italy, Germany and USSR and 
expressed the hope that in the future those three dictatorships will mostly “manage” the faith of the world. At the end of 1939, not 
far from Murmansk a German military ship repair base was established. In spring of 1940, these ships took part in aggression 
against Norway. Actually the base was functioning till the very beginning of German-USSR War. At the same time, the countries 
had active trade contacts connected with weapons, ammunition, strategic was resources (Manganese ore, oil products, asbestos, 
grains, cotton, linen, etc.). They also exchanged military technologies, specialists. By the end of 1940, both countries started 
secret preparations for urgent National Socialism and Communism fight not for liberation of Europe but for its enslaving without 
formal break of cooperation.  
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In order to fight the manifestations of anti-Semitism, it is worthwhile to remember the words of Policy 
Expert of Israel, the Director of Interdisciplinary Centre Herzlija, the Editor of the Magazine Middle East 
Review of International Affairs professor Barry Rubino:  

I think that there were two totalitarian regimes and we have to talk and learn more about Communist regime and its 
cruelty… More attention should be given to the effects of Communist regime. Jewish should also understand this period 
more clearly… Not just Middle and East European nations have to understand the crimes of Fascism, Holocaust, but also 
Jewish once for a while have to perceive that Middle and Eastern European countries suffered more from Communist 
regimes.4  

Today Kremlin authorities officially try to reduce manifestations of Russian anti-Semitism but support the 
forces and states which would like to destroy Israel (Povilaitis, 2011). Comparing with what used to happen in 
Soviet times, progress exists. It is enough to read Encyclopaedia about the State of Israel in The States of the 
World in order to learn about the level of propaganda and hatred to the State of Israel (Politizdat, 1886, pp. 
160-163). European Jews including a small Jewish community of Lithuania have to develop moral and spiritual 
skills. This will help EU to live without nightmares of the past and together with other nations will create a 
common peaceful, humanistic future of Europe. Till Israel state exists, Jewish nation in the whole world will 
have the feeling of security; they will rely on their state. That is the reason why the measures of Israel 
Government on the one hand should invite Jewish to their historical Homeland to live, on the other hand 
strengthen the ties with Jews living abroad in order not to lose Jewish identity and develop democracy and 
progress in each state, decrease anti-Semitic movement and protect human rights.  

A Short Survey of Jewish History 
Rich and tragic history of Jewish nation left deep steps in the land of Israel Medinat Yisra’el. The birth 

place of Jews is Israel where Jewish history lasted for a long time—the first millennium was even included into 
the Bible. Jewish nation itself, its religion and culture settled in the land of Israel. The national consciousness 
matured here. It was so deep that remained even in times when Jews were expelled from their Homeland. 
Everything started more than 3,000 years ago when the first Jewish people settled in the present territory of 
Israel and Palestine after liberation of Egyptian slavery. In 1250 before the Christ, Moses took Israel people 
from Egypt. It is possible to think that Israelites reached the Promised Land not at once. Settlement of Israelites 
in Palestine coincides with the invasion of “marine nations”. For 200 years Israelites fought with Philistines 
(Kavaliauskas, 1992, p. 155). The name of Palestine is derived from the word of Philistines5.  

The first Jewish King was Saulius (about 1030-1010 before the Christ). The most important dates which 
marked the list of Jewish history were: the 17th century before the Christ—Jews shelter in Egypt; the 13th 
century—Jews run away from slavery homes in Egypt; 1020-922 year before the Christ—the prosperity of 
Israel Kingdom; 922 before the Christ—separation of Israel Kingdom into Northern part Israel and the 
Southern state of Judah; 721 before the Christ—the end of the Kingdom of Israel; 586 year before Christ—the 
collapse of the Kingdom of Judah. So, having established the Kingdom and fighting against the attacks of 
enemies Jewish lived here almost till 6th century before the Christ when Babylonians conquered. Later, they 

                                                        
4  Retrieved from http://www.lrytas.lt/-12809373371279689566-nebaigti-reikalai-ir-nei%C5%A1naudotos-galimyb%C4%97s- 
vidurio-ir-ryt%C5%B3-europa-ir-%C5%BEyd%C5%B3-valstyb%C4%97.htm.  
5 See 1996 Information Almanac (49th ed., p. 209): “… was known to the ancient Hebrews as the ‘Land of Canan’. Palestine’s 
name derives from the Philistines, a people who occupied the southern coastal part of the country in the 12th century”.  
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became part of the Empire of Alexander the Great of Macedon6. It is worthwhile to remember the wisdom of 
the Bible about exile:  

Though for thousands of Jewish it was the time of suffering but for the history of Israel it used to be one of the most 
creative periods as the nation of Israel found themselves and their God a new… those who understood that the God warned 
its nation in this way, exile became also the years of purification. 

The whole history of prophets warns that the nation has diverted from monotheistic religion and all the time used to 
be punished by exile. After confessing, purification, they used to come back to the Promised Land. 63 years before the 
Christ Jewish became part of the Roman Empire. 66 years before the Christ Jewish rebelled against Roman authorities who 
suppressed the rebellion cruelly—most of Jewish people were killed, sold as slaves, forced to leave their lands. Jewish 
were forbidden to show up in Jerusalem. In such a way they spread all over the world by making “Diasporas”. In 70 years 
a small number of Jewish remained in Palestine. The empty territory with fertile lands attracted the Arabs from 
neighbouring countries who settled here and were called “Palestinians”.7  

In the 16th century, Palestine was occupied by the Turks and joined to the Empire of Ottoman up to 1918. 
In the 13th century painful wars of Crusades lasted. Prohibition to live in Jerusalem, persecution, humiliations 
and fights marked the eternal nostalgia of the Promised Land into the character of Jewish people, 
hard-tempered their will to regain Jerusalem and to create a strong state. So, Israelites are not invaders. They 
live in their land of the Bible. It is noted that a conflict arises between two nations of different cultures and 
religions. True, Palestinians also have historical roots. The God’s chosen nation resides in Palestine for already 
4,000 years, Christianity lasts over 2,000 years, and Islam as the youngest religion has 1,300 years. By the 
Mediterranean Sea the view point of three different religions crosses. The believers of all three religions devote 
special respect to the City of Jerusalem.  

National Movement 

First of all, Zionism means Jewish national movement, and it covers national ideology that the State of 
Israel is based on. The main aim of Zionism is to establish the State of Jewish. The other great aim is to protect 
it. While wandering in the world Jewish experienced much harm also in Christian Europe. Life of the 
extraordinary nation was really bitter without the Homeland. Already in the 18th persecution of Jewish, 
restriction of civic rights, constant pogroms encouraged them to think about the establishment of an 
independent state not in Europe. The originators of Zionism were considered as a publicist and a writer from 
Vienna Theodor Herzl (1860-1904) and a doctor Leonas Pinskeris who used to live in Odessa8. On August 
29-31, 1897 in a Swiss City of Basel a Jewish Congress took place8. The Jewish delegates from Western and 
Eastern Europe have approved Basel programme where they foresaw to establish the State of Jewish in 
Palestine. It was decided to encourage the moving of Jewish farmers, craftsmen, merchants to the historical 
Homeland by supporting their settlement. The territory of Palestine covers 29,000 km² and in 1907 only 400 
km² of land belonged to Jewish. There were 700,000 people in Palestine at that time. Jews made 90,000 out of 
them8. Most of them used to live in cities; several thousands of them cultivated agriculture. Social status of the 
emigrants was considerably better than that of the Arabs who were recruited for works. No doubt, Palestinians 

                                                        
6 See About Historical Jewish Events, 1996 Information (pp. 209-210).  
7 See the translation of The Editor in Chief Patalexander. Translated by L. Balčiūtė, L. Jonušys, R. Petraitis, and K. Platelis. 
Translated from the publication The Lion Encyclopedia of the Bible (Lion Publishing, 1986 new revised edition). Reprinted 1989, 
Oxford, England. Or see The Encyclopedia of the Bible (Vilnius, 1992, p. 116).  
8 Retrieved from http://www.daukantas.lt/edu/istorija/istorijos_vadoveliai/9_klase.pdf. 
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started disliking such situation and fights with Jewish settlers used to arise with an increasing number9. 
In 1917, during the World War I, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Great Britain Arthur Balforour 

announced the declaration named after him which expressed British supported for Jewish establishing their 
homes in Palestine. In fights with Ottoman Empire, Britain used to look for allies among the inhabitants of 
Palestine. Britain promised independence to different Arab groups in the Near East by hoping to have the 
support of local nations in fights with Ottoman Empire. In 1920, the United Kingdom received the mandate to 
govern Palestine. It also involved Jordan and Iraq while Lebanon and Syria remained to France. In 1922, the 
UN committed English Government to take care of the establishment of Jewish nation without violating the 
rights of Arabs. Emigrants brought much capital, excellent education, experience in the fields of industry, 
science, banking, medicine, law, and international commerce—all were used for the base and welfare of the 
future state. Till the beginning of the World War II, five waves of emigration added to Palestinian Jewish 
community: in 1904-1914, the second numerous movement from Russia and Poland took place10; in 1919-1923, 
the third migration mostly from Russia; in 1924-1932, the fourth one was from Poland; the fifth one in 
1933-1939 from Germany by escaping from Nazi persecution (In 1938, Hitler’s requirement to send 18,000 
Jews in one night, mostly those who arrived in 1914 from Polish Russian regions of the Empire was 
implemented) (Gilbert, 2001, p. 30). In 1931, there were 175,000 Jews in Palestine and in 1940 reached 
400,00011. In 1939, the British restricted Jewish emigration in the White Book. In coming 5 years not more 
than 75,000 settlers should be accepted. Then, Jewish used to immigrate to Palestine illegally.  

The Establishment of the State of Israel  
After the end of the World War II, in demographical changes Jewish conflicts in Palestine with local 

Arabs constantly increased. The Great Britain handed this question over to UN. On November 29, 1947, being 
worried about constant Jewish conflicts with Palestinians approved the resolution No. 181 by separating 
Palestine into two parts: 55% of territories giving to Jewish people and 45% to Palestinians. By this resolution 
UN tried to establish two independent states of Arabs and Jewish people, by providing the City of Jerusalem an 
exceptional status. Palestinian Arabs and surrounding Arab states outraged this separation as Jewish, making 
the minority of the residents, received a bigger part of the territory. Before proclaiming independence, Jewish 
encouraged Arabs to leave villages and settlements by force. On May 14, 1948, Jewish National Council and 
General Zionism Council announced the establishment of the State of Israel with the Temporary Government 
represented by David Ben Gurion. On May 16, Chaim Veicman was elected as the President. Already on May 
14, the USA recognised the new State of Israel. The new state satisfied the great expectation of Jewish people 
and on the other day the neighbouring Arab states declared the war. Egypt, Jordan and Syria attacked in direct 
front, Lebanon, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Algeria helped with guns and “volunteers” (Duroselle, 1972, pp. 
486-488). During the 15 months of the war, about 6,000 Jewish or 1% of all Israelites were killed. Still, 
independence was protected (Pappe, 1992, p. 92). In May 1949, Israel became the 59th member-state of UN. If 
a nation is able to fight and die, it really deserves to have a piece of land under the Sun. Israel took more lands 
than it was foreseen in the division plan of UN. Egypt added Gaza Strip, Jordan—the Western Coast 
                                                        
9 See About Migration and British Mandate, 1996 Information (p. 210).  
10 Retrieved from http://www.studijoms.lt/zydai-xix-a.htm. 
11 Figures are almost the same in all references. See Duroselle (1972, p. 486): “Nel 1945 vi erano in Palestina 1,240,850 arabi e 
553,600 ebrei. Le cifre corrispondenti del 1938 erano 989,500 e 401,000 ebrei” (In 1945, in Palestine there were 1,240,850 Arabs 
and 553,600 Jews. In 1938, number counts to 989,500 Arabs and 401,000 Jewish).  
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(Cisgiordania). During the first war of Israel with Arabs 711,000 Palestinians left Palestine. About 866,000 
Jewish people had to run away from all Muslim countries after the rising of anti-Semitism wave. And 600,000 
of them have chosen life in Israel12. About 10,000 Jewish people had to leave their homes in these Palestine 
territories which after the war in 1948 remained for Palestinians. On December 11, 1948, the General Assembly 
of UN approved the resolution A/RES/194 (III) encouraging both sides to return to the left homes and to cover 
material loss. Israel authorities gave the permission for 150,000 Palestinians to return and provided the 
citizenship for those who promised not to take terror acts and be loyal to the state. No doubt, nobody from 
Jewish wanted to return back to the life is Islamic communities. On July 5, 1950, Knesset approved the Law on 
Return encouraging Jewish from all over the world to return to Israel. It guaranteed them citizenship and 
supported for settlement. All the restrictions of the White Book were eliminated. In 60 years of independence 
the Governments of Israel tried to keep the majority of Jewish among the residents: “just during the last decade 
citizenship was provided for over one million Jewish immigrants from other states speaking 82 languages…”13. 
After all the wars, the territory of Israel partially regained the lands which in the Bible used to belong to a 
Jewish nation. The official area of the territory of Israel approved by UN and other states is 20.770 km². Figure 
1 presents the loss of land of Palestine from 1946 to 1999. 
 

 
Figure 1. The map of Palestine14.  

 

It will be 22.072 km² with the occupied Golan Highs and Eastern Jerusalem. Together with Palestinian 
territories it will cover 27.799 km². Israelites better choose war than stay attacked in a small territory. Still, 
Israel Governments cherishing lives of people give priority to peace.  

In the 21st century, Israel already had diplomatic relations with 161 states which recognise the borders of 

                                                        
12 See “About the State of Israel, A Common Presentation and the Additional Presentation of the Peace—Making Commission of 
United Nations Organisation”, in the period of December 11, 1949 to October 23, 1950 (UN general assembly Official Records, 
5th Session, Supplement No. 18. Document A/1367/Rev).  
13 Retrieved from http://www.izide.lt/lt/salys/azija/izraelis. 
14 Retrieved from http://www.israel-stop.com/carte-israel-palestine.jpg. 
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Israel till 1967, the war of six days. But 34 states, most of them Islamic, do not wish any diplomatic relations 
with a Jewish state. Jewish re-established everything what was lost in 200 years rather rapidly and successfully 
in an independent land of Israel: state institutions and their efficiency, the confidence of citizens in their 
Government, cherishing of national culture and language, recognition of the State of Israel and its respect at 
international level.  

Conclusions 
After almost 2,000 years of roaming around, a Jewish nation re-established their national state which 

guarantees the security of the Jewish peaceful and democratic life. They are not the occupants as they live in 
their land of the Bible. True, the Palestinians also have the right to call Palestine their own land. The history of 
Holocaust shows that the nation of Israel has to be on duty and has the right to self-defence in protecting their 
people who live in a small strip of land. In this case, the politicians of EU and the USA should encourage a 
peaceful settlement of the Palestinians in the neighbouring lands of Lebanon, Egypt and Jordan. Then, their 
settlement could be supported financially and politically for their well-being and the universal civic rights. So, 
the conclusion is that there should be a mutual understanding. One side guarantees security and the other curbs 
terrorism. Only then the talks about the recognition of the State of Palestine could be started.  
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